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Sweden was to obtain Finland; Poland her 1772 frontiers;
Italy, Venice; France, Mayence, Cologne and perhaps
Brussels; Prussia the whole of Germany and perhap?
Holjand. That report was the origin of all the worry we
have since undergone upon the subject of Holland, a
country extremely friendly to us. The lie in question was
served up again and again, year after year, by a great many
newspapers. But that was not all. In 1871, to the best of
my remembrance, the Polish journals (which have always
gloated over the prospect of war between Russia and
Germany) averred that we were resolved to deprive Russia
of her Baltic provinces. Shortly afterwards we were
calumniously accused of intending to make war upon
Austria; and the culminating point was reached last spring
by warlike clamours, prompted by a few newspaper articles,
which were listened to with an amount of credulity sur-
passing the limits of the marvellous. ... I ascribe the
present slackness of business in great measure to the
misrepresentations of the newspapers with relation to
the probabilities of war. But the chief fault lies with the
gullibility and sensational proclivities of the German reader,
who declines to peruse serious, practical and instructive
articles upon home subjects, which ought to be of paramount
interest to him. Nobody wants to read such articles, and
the editorial staffs of journals do not want to write them,
because they have to be written with care and pains.
German newspapers are bound to be amusing reading, fo
be glanced over whilst drinking a mug full of beer, and
to furnish topics of lively conversation, more especially
about something that has taken place a long way off, in
foreign parts. To my mind, the papers busy themselves
far too much with foreign affairs."

" Credulous people on 'Change suffer prejudice by these